prepared by Professor G Jacobson.
This book definitely has a place in any library devoted to industrial hazards. The publishers have a list of forthcoming titles including 'Respiratory Protection Handbook' and 'Industrial Hygiene' which, if reaching the same standard, should certainly be worthy of attention.
MURIEL L NEWHOUSE

Senior Research Fellow London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine
Nuclear Medicine: a clinical introduction Michael Maisey pp 144 £9.95 London: Update Books 1980 This introduction to nuclear medicine results from the amalgamation and expansion of a generally excellent series of articles. The author's objectives are clearly stated and substantially achieved with emphasis on clinical problem-solving and the appreciation that radionuclide imaging techniques are functional rather than structural, often with good diagnostic sensitivity but limited structural resolution.
Most aspects of routine imaging are covered with particularly good sections on brain, renal and thyroid scanning. To a large extent unproven techniques and controversy are avoided. The content is biased towards the clinical and research experience of a single department of nuclear medicine and this is expressed in the selection and detail of imaging techniques and data processing and in the dismissal of techniques such as probe renography and Xenon-133 lung ventilation imaging, still widely practised elsewhere.
There are a number of generalizations on the relative value of imaging techniques which would benefit from data on comparative sensitivity since one aim of the book is to allow the selection of diagnostic modalities where there are alternatives. A further omission, obscured by beautiful examples of gross pathology, is discussion of "the essentially subjective nature of image interpretation. The limitations of any imaging technique lie in the definition of 'normality' and the application of techniques of moderate sensitivity and specificity to populations with low disease prevalence.
The book is well produced, extensively and excellently illustrated and is a pleasure to read. It provides a good introduction to the scope and potential of nuclear medicine and fills a real need.
PATRICK S ROBINSON
Honorary Consultant Physician St Thomas's Hospital. London
Surgery of Vulva and Lower Genital Tract (A Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Surgery, vol 4) D H Lees & A Singer pp 176 £25 London: Wolfe Medical 1980
The first three volumes of this superb 'Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Surgery' established it beyond all doubt as the best such atlas in the English language and possibly in any language. Its particular merit lies in the wonderful combination of superb photography, excellent draughtsmanship in the diagrams, large range of cases and masterly surgery.
This volume contains a lot of esoteric material. This does not mean that it is any less practical, especially since rare cases outside the normal run of teaching by the master surgeon to his apprentice pupil can confront anyone of us at any time. This is when this particular volume may be even more welcome than at other times.
The book opens with a section on developmental anatomy illustrated by coloured line diagrams. Following on naturally from this are descriptions of the operations to correct congenital abnormalities. I found that Mr E A Williams' own description, illustrations and photographs of his vulva-vaginaplasty operation made this procedure more clear to me than it had been previously. The operations on the urethra range from the everyday to the rarities such as reconstruction procedures and the removal of a diverticulum. Vaginal adenosis, vulval injuries both from their surgical and forensic aspects, and even haemorrhoidectomy are treated in this book. It is highly informative and a work of great beauty. ELLIOT Unfortunately the quality of the text does not match the illustrations. The style and punctuation are slightly bewildering in some places. There are some rather surprising statements which are not backed by references since none are given as a matter of policy. One wonders, for example, whether hyperparathyroidism really does cause an anxious slightly thyrotoxic look. There are curious omissions, i.e. the lack of mention of hypocalcaemia and tetany in rickets and osteomalacia. Nevertheless, for the general medical man wanting to acquire a relatively simplified view of the speciality of bone disease, this book could be a useful buy. It is not a book for the expert in the field. These have to be answered not only for humanitarian reasons but also because there can be few branches of medicine in which the patient undertakes so much of his own care. This book is designed to answer these questions and a copy could wel1 be given to each new patient starting treatment by dialysis or transplantation and form a basis for subsequent discussion between the patient, his family and the staff of the renal unit. The book could also be read by the numerous people who, though not directly involved with the medical care of these patients, need nevertheless to know something about the principles and potential of treatment. These include community workers, social workers, student nurses who are developing a particular project and even fund raisers.
Criticisms are few and of relatively minor importance. In particular, it seems unnecessary to dwell on the causes of renal failure and, since this is not a home dialysis manual, the detailed description of the technique of haemodialysis could also be omitted. Dr Gabriel has generally been careful to avoid being too specific about details of treatment which may vary from one unit to the next, but occasionally such details do intrude and the staff of many units may be surprised to learn that most patients on hospital dialysis receive only two treatments per week and never get treated on Sundays! c s OGG Consultant Renal Physician .
Guy's Hospital, London
Handbook of Hypnosis and Psychosomatic Medicine G D Burrows & L Dennerstein (ed) pp 554 Price not stated Amsterdam: Elsevier 1980 This is an interesting and informative book in a field of medicine which is still regarded as 'fringe' by many doctors and dentists. There are 27 chapters written by different contributors who are all well known internationally. Some chapters are extremely good and contribute original thinking; others review comprehensively the literature on the use of hypnosis.
From the clinician's viewpoint it was disappointing to find that while a detailed account of post-hypnotic amnesia is included, there is no chapter on other hypnotic phenomena which could be of more practical use in clinical practice. However, some chapters are written with great clarity and will be of value to both the novice and the expert. Amongst these are contributions from Orne, Hilgard and Graham Burrows, one of the editors. The chapters on pain are extremely valuable and will be of particular interest to those attached to a pain clinic. The use of hypnosis in the psychiatric field is covered in an outstanding chapter which, it is to be hoped, might stimulate some psychiatrists to master hypnotic techniques.
Despite some reservations, I think this is a first class book; anyone in the field of hypnosis would be bound to benefit from reading it.
DENNIS ZIMMERMAN
Editorial Representative Section of Medical & Dental Hypnosis
